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0 From the 
Chancellor
This summer we’ve seen strides 
in many different areas key to the 
Institute’s people, programs and 
passion. We’ve launched the Center 
for Renewable Carbon, a new 

organization that will focus and facilitate the work and 
collaboration of our faculty and staff in UT AgResearch 
and UT Extension and colleagues at UTK, ORNL and 
other institutions. The name “Center for Renewable 
Carbon” was chosen to starkly contrast with programs 
focused on fossil carbon resources, including petroleum 
and coal. Renewable carbon also captures biomass avail-
able from both agricultural and forest operations.

In late July, Genera Energy LLC, a subsidiary of 
the UT Research Foundation, broke ground on the 
Tennessee Biomass Innovation Park adjacent to the 
biorefinery in Vonore. The park integrates the entire 
biomass supply chain including harvesting, handling, 
storage, densification, pre-processing and transportation 
for multiple feedstocks.

East Tennessee farmers are evaluating the perfor-
mance of improved varieties of switchgrass, and the 
Tennessee Department of Transportation is planting 
trial plots along our interstates to see how this native 

Joe DiPietro

Our 
NIMBioS 
scholars, 
inside

Show Your 4-H Spirit – Tennessee 4-H Alumni, Inc., is 
pleased to offer a new 4-H limited edition print for 2010. 

The painting illustrates the hands-on learning, leader-
ship experience and volunteer spirit within all of the 4-H 
project areas. The original watercolor is by UTIA Pub-
lications Specialist Rich Maxey. For information, visit 

http://4hfoundation.tennessee.edu/Print/PrintOrder.html.

grass serves to add beauty, control erosion and then be 
harvested to generate bioenergy.

In other areas, we’ve seen the completion of new 
headquarters for the AgResearch and Education 
Center at Milan. Bids will be let in the near future 
for the new north greenhouse in Knoxville for use in 
Institute teaching, research and extension programs. 
Site preparation work is underway on Cherokee Farm 
in Knoxville, an advanced research and development 
campus that will facilitate UT’s mission to become a 
top 25 research university.

On the first floor of the Plant Biotechnology Building 
an innovative wall display near rooms 156, 157 and 160 
shares video stories of our research accomplishments. I 
encourage you to stop by and see it.

And in counties throughout Tennessee, our UT 
Extension and 4-H staff, volunteers and participants 
continue to commemorate their 100 years of achieve-
ment. These are reasons for all of us to celebrate that 
our programs are growing and doing well, and we’re 
making a real difference and significant progress.

All the best,

In Memoriam
Dr. John Henton, Professor Emeritus, 

Large Animal Clinical Science 
Department, Director of Continuing 
Education, and devoted supporter of 
the College of Veterinary Medicine.



Third Thursday    August 20102

by Caula Beyl, Dean, College of Agricultural Sciences and 
Natural Resources

If students are the heart of the university, then scholar-
ships must be its life’s blood. Without the generosity of 
our donors, many talented and deserving students in the 
College of Agricultural Sciences and Natural Resources 
could not afford to attend. This year a milestone was 
reached with CASNR awarding $1 million in scholarships 
to 493 students in the form of 693 individual awards. Each 
year the number of students impacted by the availability of 
scholarships has grown, and we can only provide this sup-

port to our students because there are people who want to make a difference.

The awarding of scholarships is something that we take seriously in CASNR, and 
this undertaking is directed by a team of six very dedicated faculty and one staff mem-
ber. Each application is scrutinized carefully to determine the characteristics of the 
student. This includes reading the personal statement in each and every student’s 
application to determine why they need and should receive the scholarship. Some of 
our students are impacted by circumstances that include family hardships such as losing 
a parent or serious illness of a parent. Others indicate that they are pursuing a degree 
on their own dollar, paying their own way. One applicant indicated, “I go to school as 
a full-time student, and I work over 30 hours a week…” Another is a single mother 
of two and says that “my continued education would not be possible if it were not for 
this type of outside support.” In her letter thanking the donor, she wrote, “I do hope it 
warms your heart to know what a difference you have made in my life…”

The desire to give back is a frequent motivator of our donors and one donor said to 
me that she could never have attained her degree without the scholarship support she 
received. Each time she supported a scholarship, she felt it was a way of saying thank 
you and this spirit is catching! One of our scholarship recipients wrote in his letter 
that he hopes to “follow that example and continue the tradition of support for the 
future generation of Tennessee ag students.” Another student wrote, “I admire your 
generosity, and I hope to some day give to my community as you have done.”

As these comments indicate, when a donor establishes a scholarship, that investment 
in a student’s education multiplies and there is no way to describe the kind of life 
changing impact such a simple act has but for that student, it is never forgotten.

I thank our donors from the bottom of my heart for their generous support and 
understanding, and I want to express my gratitude to our scholarship committee, 
made up of Drs. Mike Smith (Chair), John Mount, Mark Fly and William Hart, Mr. 
Andrew Pulte, and from CASNR, Mrs. Leann McElhaney. Without their dedication, 
this landmark achievement that impacts so many lives would not have occurred.   3

CASNR Celebrates Milestone That  
Matters Deeply to Students

Caula Beyl

What’s News
 » Juan Luis Jurat-Fuentes, Entomology 

and Plant Pathology, (biopesticide 
enhancer) and Qixin Zhong, Food 
Science and Technology, (process for 
creating clear, heat-stable proteins as 
food ingredients) were among nine 
UT researchers whose discoveries 
were featured in the second Tennessee 
Innovation Conference and Venture 
Showcase in Nashville. Sponsored 
by the Tennessee Technology 
Development Corporation (TTDC), 
the conference highlighted research-
ers from across the state whose efforts 
have the promise to help transform 
the state’s economy through potential 
commercialization efforts.

 » CVM’s Equine Physical 
Rehabilitation Certificate Program 
is accepting students for fall. The col-
lege offers the only university-based 
Equine Rehabilitation Certificate 
Program in the country. Four of 
the program instructors are charter 
Diplomates of the newly recognized 
American College of Veterinary Sports 
Medicine and Rehabilitation. Equine 
Rehabilitation focuses on restoring 
or improving the health of horses, 
whether they are athletes, farm workers 
or pets. The program is for veterinar-
ians, veterinary technicians, physical 
therapists and physical therapy assis-
tants. Visit equinerehab.utk.edu or call 
865-974-5703 for more information.

Save the Date!  
Ag Day 2010 is Sept. 25.

John Edwards of Campbell County shows his market lamb to a 
judge at the Tennessee Junior Livestock Exposition in Cookeville 
in July. Edwards’ captured Reserve and it stayed all in the family 

when his sister Taylor won Grand Champion Market Lamb.
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This summer undergraduate and veterinary medicine students from a number of universities 
have been collaborating with three Institute scientists in advanced scientific work through 

the National Institute of Mathematics and Biological Sciences, or NIMBioS. In Kimberly 
Gwinn’s lab (pictured), Entomology and Plant Pathology, Réka Kelemen, Dubravka Bod-
iroga and Luong Nguyen are modeling effects of bioactive natural products from bee-balm 

(Monarda didyma) on the beneficial fungus, Beauveria bassiana. Also mentoring students are 
John New of Comparative Medicine and Shigetoshi Eda of Forestry, Wildlife and Fisher-
ies. Primary goals of NIMBioS are to foster the maturation of cross-disciplinary approaches 

in mathematical biology and the development of a cadre of researchers who are capable of 
conceiving and engaging in creative and collaborative connections across disciplines to address 

fundamental and applied biological questions.

UT Extension Centennial Observances
Extension Programs Keep Pace with the Times

The 1950s saw a shift from individual to group Extension programming as a way to 
reach a greater number of rural people and to serve them more effectively. 

Throughout the state, community clubs became active in determining the subjects to 
be included in Extension programming. Programs were increasingly based on needs 
expressed by community groups and were directed to nonfarm rural families as they 
became a growing part of Extension’s target audience. 

In post-WWII Tennessee, Extension audiences broadened as mass media were used 
to deliver Extension information. 

An Elm Hill Club report noted the success from its campaign for better community 
improvements. “About 10 houses built, remodeled or painted, two homes have water 
systems in progress of completion and a marked improvement in general cleaning up. 
This has been done to such extent that the homes in our community are being sought to 
great advantage, even in the face of a declining market.”

Holly Wonderful – Richard Evans, director of 
the Forest Resources AgResearch and Educa-
tion Center, greets attendees at the Elmore 

Holly Collection Entrance Dedication July 24. 
Twenty-six members (first three rows) of the 
Elmore family attended to join in recognition 
of the late Harold “Mr. Holly” Lane Elmore 
and his vision and dedication for forming 

what has become a research and display garden 
of over 200 cultivars of the genus Ilex at the 

UT Arboretum. Under the direction of a brick 
mason, members of the UT Arboretum Society 

built the natural stone entrance.

This year the Milan AgResearch and Education Center celebrated their 30th anniversary 
of involvement in promoting and teaching no-till production techniques and the impact 
that it has had on the state. In Tennessee, more than 70 percent of farmers now use no-till 

practices and an additional 20 percent use some type of conservation tillage. The results can be 
seen in better production efficiency, cleaner water and air, and drastic improvements in soils. 
Prior to 1980 the average rate of erosion for cropland in Tennessee was 40 tons per acre per 
year. With the adoption of no-till production, the rate had dropped to eight tons per acre per 

year by the 2000s. Milan No-Till drew a crowd of 3,000.
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Capital Campaign: Altria Supports Extension and Student Training
Altria Client Services recently gave the University of Tennessee Foundation $42,000 to support tobacco extension agent training 
and an extension and research internship program in the UT Institute of Agriculture. Located in Richmond, Virginia, Altria has 
now contributed more than $250,000 to UT’s Capital Campaign and the corporation’s recent gift marks the 30th year of support for 
these and other programs.

Rhonda Johnston, director of Leaf Procurement Programs, and Newton Kalengamaliro, manager of Agricultural Programs 
visited campus in March to learn how the corporation’s support is impacting the education of undergraduate students and  
UT extension agents. 

As part of the visit, Paul Denton, professor, Plant Sciences, 
and Rob Ellis, director of the Greeneville AgResearch 
and Education Center, led a group of presenters includ-
ing Margarita Velandia, assistant professor of Agricultural 
Economics; Steve Bost, professor of Entomology and 
Plant Pathology; Vickie Witcher, research associate, 
Agricultural Economics and Randall Waters, retiree, 
Agricultural Economics. Tim Cross, dean of UT Extension, 
and John Wilkerson, former interim assistant dean of UT 
AgResearch, provided an administration update.

“Altria’s support helps us disseminate the latest research 
and best practices to farmers by training our extension 
agents in the field and providing internship opportuni-
ties for future farmers and agri-business professionals,” 
Wilkerson said. “With it we can leverage our resources to 
provide the best research and extension to the people of 
Tennessee and the Southeast.”

During the visit, Johnston and Kalengamaliro presented a 
check to Buddy Mitchell, vice chancellor for Agriculture, 
and Wilkerson. – Tom Looney

Altria Supporters – Rhonda Johnston, director of Leaf Procurement 
Programs for Altria Client Services, presents Buddy Mitchell, UTIA vice 
chancellor and UT Foundation representative, with a check for $42,000. 
Also pictured are Newton Kalengamaliro, manager of Agricultural Pro-

grams for Altria, and John Wilkerson of UT AgResearch.
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