
 

 

THE UNIVERSITY OF TENNESSEE INSTITUTE OF AGRICULTURE 
SPACE COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 

 
July 22, 2019 

10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 
260 Brehm Animal Science  

 
 

ATTENDEES:  Neal Schrick, Julie Carrier, John Stier, Mike Buschermohle, Tim Rials, Joe Cagle, David Harper, Lisa Stearns 
 

CALL TO ORDER:   Dr. Neal Schrick Time:  10:04 a.m. MINUTES:  approved 10:06 a.m. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

 Morgan Hall Fire Code Plan of Corrective Action (POCA) has resumed.  The POCA has been approved 
by the State Fire Marshall and reviewed the change 226C and approved the change as long as the door 
leading to the corridor is removed making the area outside the classroom and 226C which will make that 
area part of the corridor.  Facilities Services (FS) Construction Services are working on enclosing the 
stairwells, replacing doors and frames, fire caulk and additional detectors/alarms.  The majority of the 
basement is completed and the State Fire Marshal (SFM) has inspected and approved the improvements 
and added some minor additions and FS is moving on to the next phase.  At this point FS is waiting on 
doors and glass for the stairwells.  The construction team is focusing on classroom upgrades on campus 
so the classrooms will be ready before the beginning of the Fall Semester. 

 

 We have requested that Facilities Services install two fans with vents to circulate air under the floor of 
121C and 123 Morgan Hall.  Facility Services is trying to schedule when they can drill additional 
penetrations in the pipe chase running thru the basement to improve air flow under the crawlspace. 

 

 Per the request from the UTIA Space Committee a Task Force for Ellington Plant Sciences Replacement 
- Energy and Environmental Science Research Building (EESRB) has been established by Chancellor 
Tim Cross.  A SharePoint web site has been setup by Joe Cagle which include EESRB Programing 
Documents, Designs, Meeting Schedules and Minutes from all meetings.  All UTIA Administration, 
Faculty and Staff will have access to all the information concerning the EESRB and Surge Building 
project.  Request for access should be sent to Joe Cagle or Steve Glafenhein.  All UTIA Space 
Committee Members have access to the EESRB SharePoint site.  
https://liveutk.sharepoint.com/sites/UTIA/EESRB/SitePages/Energy-Environmental-Science-Education-
Research-Building.aspx 

 

 Next EESRB Design meetings with Task Force and Users are scheduled for October 15-17, 2019 at UT 
Business incubator Building.  All members of the UTIA Space Committee are strongly encouraged to 
attend all the meetings if possible.  

 

 The EESRB Surge Building Site Utilities construction began 7/15/19.  The EESRB Surge Building 
Construction Site has been approved by Parking and Transit and will be fenced off for safety and 
security.  Demolition and abatement of Plant Science Annex B is scheduled to begin 7/29/2019. 

 
 

OLD BUSINESS: 
 

 Review of Department needs – Carrier 
complete Excel spreadsheets.  Dr. Carrier meeting with DHs discussing details/needs.  Incorporate excel spreadsheet 

 Space Request – Dr. Scott Senseman – 04/11/2019 (Denied; reason: holding for teaching surge needs) 
057 McCord Hall 05/31/2019 – 08/31/2023 
space for two Plant Science faculty 
Dr. Brandon Horvath, Associate Professor  

https://liveutk.sharepoint.com/sites/UTIA/EESRB/SitePages/Energy-Environmental-Science-Education-Research-Building.aspx
https://liveutk.sharepoint.com/sites/UTIA/EESRB/SitePages/Energy-Environmental-Science-Education-Research-Building.aspx


 

 

 

 Space Request – Dr. Scott Senseman – 04/11/2019 (Tabled) 
112 and 112A McCord Hall 05/31/2019 – 08/31/2023 
space for two Plant Science faculty 
Dr. David Butler, Associate Professor and Dr. Wszelaki  

 Space Request – Dr. David White – 06/03/2019  
G53 McCord Hall 
move Dr. Lenaghan’s lab from Food Safety Room 115 to McCord G53 or McCord 113 
FSB Room 115 would be available for displaced faculty to be used during Ellington demolition (tabled) 

 Space Request – Lisa Muller – 06/06/2019 
 what is the room number requested?  request 08/01/2019 – 08/01/2024 
 Motion to table this request until additional information is provided 
 
  

NEW BUSINESS: 
 

 Space Request – Dr. Julie Carrier – 07/07/2019 (Tabled) 
Start date 07/01/2020 – End Date 12/31/2023 
 
Laboratories in McCord 053, 053A and 052 will need to have extensive work done on them before being functional for Drs. 

Essington, Jagadamma, Lee and Eash's research programs, namely addition of at least one chemical hood, at least five 240 V 

outlets, ventilation out of 052, and extensive re-working of bench space in 053A. 

 

BESS is requesting two laboratories and the equipment room on the east side of the surge building and five smaller 

support laboratories on the west side of the surge building. These laboratories will accommodate the research programs of Drs. 

Essington, Jagadamma, Lee and Eash (and their graduate students) as well as the new 100% R assistant professor that BESS is 

currently trying to recruit.  
 

 Space Request – Dr. Scott Senseman – 06/28/2019 (Approved) 
Start Date 07/01/2019 – End Date 06/30/2023 

The UTIA Center for Agricultural Synthetic Biology has been launched as of fall of 2018. The mission of the center is to establish 

UTIA as the global leader in agricultural synthetic biology innovation, communication, and research to address leading-edge 

challenges facing agriculture. Its goals are as follows:  

• Increase and sustain a 'footprint' in synthetic biology research by way of expenditures, training, high-impact publications, and 

inventions. 

• Collaborate with UTIA faculty interested in synthetic biology, advanced biotechnology, and –omics technologies for basic-to-

translational research. 

• Communicate to stakeholders and interested parties about research benefits and answer questions about safety and security. 

• Establish and sustain state-of-the-art research facilities to push the frontiers of science in 

design-build-test cycles of biological systems of agricultural importance.  

 

This last goal is the impetus for this space request. This center's research emphasis for transformative science will require the 

establishment of a significantly-sized "foundry" for synthetic design-build-test cycles—a lab for high-level scientific discovery. 

Presently the Stewart-Lenaghan (the center's co-directors) synthetic biology projects are primarily housed in a 1300 sq ft lab 

space that contains an office—in 105 Ellington. Their synthetic biology grants totaled approximately $6M over the past 5 years 

and a new $7.5 M grant should start Sept 2018. The scientific equipment currently in use in 105 Ellington will need to be moved 

to the foundry space requested: 

McCord 111, a ~1600 sq ft space including attached "offices" 111A and 110. The offices will be needed for two-to-three 

dedicated personnel for the center: a business manager, a science and technology manager, and a technician. No office space is 

requested for Stewart and Lenaghan.  

 

In addition, it is anticipated that significant new equipment from UTIA and grant funding will be purchased to fill the space. The 

large lab and the attached space appear to be ideally suited for the center's mission.  



 

Minutes draft update: October 16, 2019 

 

 

The requested lab space has not been used for many years. The same is true for the storage room/office space 110, which is 

accessible to the lab directly. However, it appears as if the attached room 111A is being used as an office—we don't know by 

whom. Because 111A's only access is through the main lab, we think it is important that 111A should convey with the 111 

assignment. The main lab, 111, and the two smaller "offices" (110 and 111A) are ideally suited for the mixture of large and small 

equipment to be housed in the center as well as its personnel. Space should require little-to-no renovation before it can be 

used. It is important to retain the space due to an ongoing $7.5 M grant coming to the center. There is no other space on the 

UTIA campus that would serve the center as well as McCord 111, 111A, and 110 

 

 

 Space Request – DeWayne Shoemaker 06/20/2019 (tabled) 
Start Date 07/01/2020 – End Date 07/01/2024 

Submitting a single request that will cover all personnel needing space within the new surge building. We have made 

arrangements for EPP personnel in other areas best we could and we have a number of individuals that will require both 

laboratory and office space within surge building. These individuals will move into surge from Ellington and likely move out 

when EESRB completed. Here is a summary of needs requested: 

Faculty offices – 3: Hensley, Parkman, Russo 

 

Staff offices – 9: Phillips, Paulsen, Wilson, Barley (needs private space to take credit card numbers), T. Collins, Kuster, Dee, Marcin, 

Chandler (the last four need offices because of destruction/loss of 4th floor office in PBB due to building of stairwell; note I have 

requested already office for Chandler in McCord Hall and awaiting approval. if approved, we only need 8) 

 

GRA and UG offices/spaces – 8:  Tsuruda (1-one desk requested already within McCord), Hensley (2), Russo (3), plus two others 

already assigned to Ellington 

 

Laboratory space – 2 faculty: Russo & Tsuruda 

 

 

 Space Request – DeWayne Shoemaker (Approved) 

Start Date 06/24/2019 – End Date 07/01/2024 

Requesting five (5) desk spaces in room B003 in McCord Hall. There are ~20 desks within the room, with 3-4 currently under use 

and I am requesting a full continuous row of five desks nearest the window within the room. I indicated above GRAs and 

technicians, and split among three units. These numbers aren't exact, but simply to indicate desks will be assigned to 4 students 

and one technician. The assignments are as follows: GRA1 - Tim Siengenthaler (Dr. Hansen); GRA2 - Gary Edwards (Vail); GRA3 - 

arriving soon (Hansen); GRA4 - TBD (Tsuruda, our most recent EPP faculty hire); Technician - Jennifer Chandler (Vail). 

All five are under the supervision of three EPP extension faculty that have assigned office or laboratory space in McCord Hall - 

Hansen, Tsuruda, and Vail. Assignment of these five individuals will allow them to be near (within same bldg) as advisors and 

research space. A cascading effect will be the availability of two spaces within PBB (Siegenthaler and Chandler), which will be 

assigned to incoming graduate students. We have 10 new graduate students arriving this fall and space within our GRA offices is 

full to say the least. 

 

 
 

 
ADJOURN: Dr. Neal Schrick Time:  12:15 p.m. 


