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UTIA Space Committee Minutes 
5 September 2017 

 
Attending: Schrick, Cagle, Buschermohle, Stearns, Hayes, Stier, Wise, Carrier 
 
Unable to attend: Rials 
 
Guests: Glafenhein, Fawver 
 
Minutes from 8-8-17 were approved with wording changes, motioned by Hayes, seconded by Buschermohle, carried 
unanimously. 
 
Announcements were provided:  
 

 FCS office space Suite 218 is awaiting approval from State Building Commission (SBC). We are 
waiting for approval by Dave Irwin and Jeff Maples for the extension for the usage of the Old 
Facilities Services Building (OFSB) on Volunteer Blvd. during the renovation. The estimate target 
date for completion is June 30, 2018.

 

 UT Garden Pavilion is still under construction and is estimated to be completed late Fall 2017. At 
this time the steel is up, columns and pad has been poured and half of the wood times are 
installed. Facilities Service will commence installation of the power within the next month. 
Estimated completion date late Fall 2017.

 
 BESS Innovations Hub Phase I: Facilities Planning has issued the contract documents. Start 

date is September 5, 2017 and estimated completion date is early January 2018.

 
 Extension Strategic Planning: Suite B12 McCord Hall renovation has been completed. Our UTIA 

General Services department reinstalled the walls and redesigned and assembled the 

workstations. The department was moved in and are now occupying the space. The doors, 
wood shelves and HAVC will be repainted by Facilities Services as soon as their Building 
Finishes crew can schedule it.

 
 AgResearch: 103, 104 McCord Hall. UTIA General Services crew repaired the walls and painted 

the offices. The tile in 103 was abated and now waiting for the LVP flooring to be installed by 
Facilities Services. Ag Research has ordered the furniture and it will be delivered after the 

flooring is installed. The doors, wood shelves and HAVC will be repainted by Facilities 
Services as soon as their Building Finishes crew can schedule it.

 International Programs: 102, 105 McCord Hall. UTIA General Services crew assisted by painting 
both offices.  102 has been abated and is waiting for Facilities Services to install the carpet. 
UTIA General Services will move the furniture from Dr. Gills office in 110A Morgan and 
reassemble it in Dr. Gills new office in 102 McCord Hall. UTIA Gen Service had furniture that will 

be upcycled in room 105 for Adam Wilcox. The doors, wood shelves and HAVC will be 
repainted by Facilities Services as soon as their Building Finishes crew can schedule it.

 
 International Programs will be adding the departmental branding to the corridor outside their suite 

between 101 and 102. The wall has been repaired and they are working with Marketing and 
Communications on the signage and colors.
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Morgan Hall Fire Code Plan of Corrective Action (POCA) continues to move forward. The Architect has 
completed the preliminary drawings and met with Steve Glafenhein for final review on August 31, 2017. 
The next step will be approval by State Fire Marshall. Upon Approval Facilities Services will schedule the 
construction. All construction will be handled by UT Facilities Services.  There was a question raised at 
the last UTIA Space Committee meeting concerning the enclosure of the stairs in the center of the 
building on the second floor. The justification for enclosure was that when Ayres was remodeled the 
building was upgraded with a sprinkler system.  Therefore, it met the State Fire Code. 
 
Glafenhein reviewed the proposed scope of work for MH Fire POCA and provided a handout.  Expect fire 
marshall-approved drawings by end of November.  Facilities Services will be general contractor, paid for 
by UT (not UTIA), with work schedule at their preference.  Fire Marshall allows 12 mos. after plans are 
approved.  UTK currently paying for the firewatchers.  Glass doors (8 ft width) on all east and west stairs 
will be open, closed upon fire alarm, placed between first offices.  Second floor center stair doors (7’ 
width) will be kept closed, open towards exit.  Handrails will be added to east and west stairwells.  A fire 
evacuation plan and record of drills needs to be kept on file.  Room 226 will be kept to 48 student seats, 
fixed, and one instructor seat unless a second exit installed. 
 
Information and best-possible timelines for Ellington remodel were reviewed (Energy and Environmental 
Science Education Research Center).  Currently is #1 priority for state, however, community colleges 
could usurp.  Projects have to show how they support the Drive to 55.  Evaluated on 5 components, 
including financial (we meet the 10% for maximal points).  Phase 1 would include construction of Surge 
space (~20K ft2) at Annex B (east of Grnhse 10 and 13).   
 
UTIA, UT Policies of building space by industry were discussed.  Current and draft UT System policies 
were handed out.  Fawver recapped current status of leasing.  $15K (annually) or 5 yrs or less are within 
CFO approval, greater amounts require additional approvals.  Proposed increases ceiling to $25K or 5 
yrs.  Facilities would need to be open to inspection by UT, and adhere to UT rules, regulations, etc. 
including materials being brought in, however, such restrictions are not currently in place.  Any 
improvements to McCord would require entire building to be brought to fire code (HVAC, etc.).  
Technically UTK owns the space of the UTIA campus and pays the utility bills.  Current status of Forestry 
and related units on UTIA campus is uncertain and should be addressed by the committee. 
 
Greenhouse space committee recommendatations were approved, Stier motioned to approve, 
seconded by Hayes, motion carried unanimously.   
 
October meeting will be cancelled due to Chancellor Davenport’s visit to CASNR and department heads. 
 
Motion to adjourn  by Stier, seconded by Stearns, carried unanimously. 
 
Adjourned 2:44 pm 


