
      

SPACE  COMMITTEE MINUTES 

   Meeting  - March 10, 2011 

Present:  Mike Keel, Mike Davidson, Steve Oliver, Mark Radosevich, Robert Burns, Bill Park, Larry Wilson, 
Joe Cagle and Shirley Irwin.  Guests- Drs. Auge,  Belli, Drumm, Gerloff,  Jones and H. Means 

• Updates given by Mike Keel.  
1. Animal  Science and Food Science & Technology buildings completion date was targeted 

for July 2011 but will probably be August or September. Open House is being planned 
and may be held  during Ag Day. 

2. UTIA part of UT Master Plan has been submitted and identifies need for surge space and 
need for another building to duplicate storage function of the Pub/Services building; 
then convert the warehouse to cubicles. Also it will be more cost efficient to tear down 
Ellington, McCord and Crops Genetic Lab and rebuild than to renovate. We can tweak 
the footprint and go higher to create state-of-the-art offices, classrooms, and labs. 
Ellington is our #1 priority and #7 university wide. Morgan Hall is on the national historic 
register so will not be torn down but an additional 20,000 (gsf) will be added. Surface 
parking area at Fulton Bottoms property is being considered at a cost of $7 million. 

• Mr. Keel distributed copies of the Space Committee Policy and Procedures and requested that 
department heads thoroughly review the complete document but pay particular attention to 
priorities in assigning office, lab, and research and classroom space. Department heads know 
their space better than the committee; therefore, they are encouraged to tighten up their in-
house space and try to satisfy a space need prior to bringing that need to the attention of the 
Space Committee.  Be a team player and collaborate and cooperate with other department 
head(s) on space issues. 

• Current usage space survey forms for Ellington PS and Plant Biotech Building were distributed, 
and department heads were asked to complete, approve and return them to Mr. Keel.  Feel  
free to pull any data from IRIS and the UT Facilities Space Inventory to assist you in completing 
the form by the end of April. Appreciation for attending was expressed to department heads 
and they were dismissed. 

• Space request for “room temperature” storage of containers of Bti from early April until 
November for Kevin Moulton was presented by Carl Jones. Discussion followed. Joe Cagle 
offered an area in the Pubs/Services bldg and provided there are no safety issues identified by 
Susan Fiscor. The committee accepted this offer pending Ms. Iscor’s approval. If not, fireproof 
storage on Magnolia Avenue may be the next option. 

• Dr. Auge presented a request on behalf of Dr. Bill Brown for office space for UT Gardens staff 
James Newburn and Emily Smith. Mr. Newburn is housed in an office adjacent to Greenhouse 
13, and Dr. Brown proposes to use this for a head house. Ms. Smith temporarily occupies EVN 
106 and will have to vacate prior to June 1 to house a new assistant professor, PS and Landscape 



Architect program. Several options were discussed, and the committee decided to defer any 
decision pending further information. 

• The Greenhouse Committee had submitted a recommendation that South GH Bay 5 be used by 
Labbe, Johnson and Radosevich until  12/31/11; a call for applications will be issued for all bays 
in November and they will be up for reassignment at that time. A motion was made, seconded 
and passed to accept this recommendation. 

• Patricia Coan’s request for office space (PS preferred) for a new position, Director, Office of 
Animal Compliance Support, was deferred until  Joe Cagle submits information on who’s using 
PS  Rm 352, 359, 376 and 378. 

• Office space for Dr. Matt Gray for 18 months has been offered in PBB 244 and 258 by several  
department heads.  However, Dr. Auge has pointed out that PBB 258 is critical Plant Sciences 
office space and the intent in extending this offer is to get 258 back in the department after the 
18-month period.  Committee agreed. 

Meeting adjourned 


