
Video news release transcript 
Tyson Foods CEO and his wife to give $3.2 million to UT Institute of Agriculture 
Endowment establishes Chair for International Sustainable Agriculture 
 
 
$3.2 million gift from Donnie and Terry Smith. 
 
Donnie Smith is CEO of Tyson Foods and an Alum of The College of Agricultural Sciences and 
Natural Resources. 
 
The funds will establish the Donnie and Terry Smith Endowed Chair in International Sustainable 
Agriculture. 
 
Dr. Arrington 
“First of all, Donnie and Terry are very special alums of our university. We express our deep 
gratitude to them for this gift, and placing their faith in us. This gift is transformational - fits in 
that category of transformational gifts for the Institute of Agriculture. We share with the Smiths a 
concern and a vision about world population growth and feeding the world in the future." 
 
The world's population is expected to grow to 9 billion by 2050. 
 
Food consumption per person is also expected to rise. 
 
To meet this need, we need to produce twice as much food as is being done today. 
 
Dr. Arrington 
"The population of the world grows by 925 million people a year. That's like adding a city the 
size of Philadelphia every week. It's projected that population on this planet will be 9 billion 
people by the year 2050, which means we have to produce twice as much food as we do today in 
2050. And that is a monumental task because it has to be done with the same amount of land and 
water that we have today. We see this chair, the Donnie and Terry Smith chair in International 
and Sustainable Agriculture providing the leadership for the Institute of agriculture to play a role 
in solving that problem." 
 
Students will benefit through an expanded global perspective. 
 
Dr. Arrington 
“The employers of our students express to us more and more that as they hire these students, they 
need them to understand that they operate in a global economy and deal with global issues. So 
through the leadership that this position will provide, we will be able to do that much better." 
 
There is a need for increased partnerships in academic and research programs, which raise the 
level of global involvement. 
 
Dr. Arrington 
“Those partnerships will be with non government organizations, private organizations, be with 
other agencies, particularly federal agencies, but more importantly with other land grant 
universities across the country because that's where the difference is made is when you build 
these collaborations and partnerships, and we see the Smith chair being the facilitator of that in 



the Institute of Agriculture. Bottom line is we want to make a difference, and the Smith chair is 
going to help us make a difference." 


